
• Historical quarrymen's

walk
• Linear walk from

Penmaenmawr to Rowen

• Coastal and

valley views

This guide will take you on 'HuwTom's Walk' from 
Penmaenmawr to Rowen. You will follow the route he 
walked each day from work at the famous Graiglwyd quarry, 
Penmaenmawr to home, the small village of Rowen. 
Along the route are eleven locations of interest. This guide 
will direct you to each location whilst providing you with facts 
about the surrounding area. Throughout the walk you will learn 
about the life of Huw Tom, from his very humble beginnings, to 
becoming the unofficial 'Prime Minister' of Wales. 

HOW DO I GET THERE? 
By car: Follow the ASS to Junction 16 for Penmaenmawr. 
Follow the main road to the town centre. At the crossroads 
turn left up Fernbrook Road (shown on the main map) and 
park in the library car park on your right. 

By public transport: To get to the start of the walk there are 
bus and train services that run on a regular basis along the 
ASS to Penmaenmawr. 

PublicTransport Enquiry Line: 01492 575412 (Conwy County 
Borough Council) 
Tel:TravelineWales 0871 200 22 33 
www.traveline-cymru.info 

MORE WALKS IN CONWY 

www.conwy.gov.uk/countryside 
Email: cg.cs@conwy.gov.uk 
Tel: 01492 575290 

For a large print copy of this leaflet 

please call 01492 575290 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT: 

Stori Pen Cyf 
www.storipen.co.uk / 01492 623970 

Penmaenmawr 
www.penmaenmawr.com 

Snowdonia National Park Authority 
eryri-npa.gov.uk / 01766 770274 

Open access land 
www.ccw.gov.uk 

........ 

' 

Walk Information 
The HuwTom walk is a linear walk from Penmaenmawr on the 
coast, through the mountains to Rowen, a small village in the 
ConwyValley, with spectacular views of the ConwyValley, the 
Great Orme and across the coast and Liverpool Bay. 
Terrain: Hill walking; there is a steep ascent from 
Penmaenmawr at sea level, to 300m into an upland 
environment, and a steep descent into Rowen. Gates and stiles 
are found throughout the walk including old stone stiles over 
high stone walls. One stream to cross (not advisable after 
heavy rain). 
Distance: 9.6 kilometres, 6 miles. 
T ime: 4 ½ hours. 
Paths: Pavement, grassy, stony/rocky paths and tracks, 
surfaced lanes. Take care when walking along the lanes. 
Start grid reference: SH717 762. New York Cottages, 
Penmaenmawr. 
Finish grid reference: SH760 719 Rowen. 
Map: Explorer OL 17 
Refreshments: Available in Penmaenmawr and Rowen. Parking: 
Library car park, Penmaenmawr and Rowen (see map). 

Be prepared. Wear strong walking boots. Take warm, 
waterproof clothing and a packed lunch with you. It is advisable 
to take an OS Map and a compass with you. 

Check the weather at: 
www.mountainweatherwales.org 
Be aware of changeable weather conditions. 

0 Please follow The Countryside Code
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New York Cottages, 
Penmaenmawr. 
The cottages were built in 
the 184O's to house quarry 
workers and were amongst 
the first houses to be built 
in Penmaenmawr for that 
purpose. They have now 
been restored and Number 
4 Is now a small museum 
documenting the quarrying 
industry and the growth of 
Penmaenmawr in the 19th 
Century. 
For information and opening 
times. phone 01492 575571. 

The terraced houses at 
location one were originally 
built for the workers of the 
Graiglwyd quarry which 
you can see behind the 
houses. Built m 1895, they 
provided much needed quality 
accomodation at a time when 
the quarry was expanding 

The two pillars were built to 
mark the staIt of the Jubilee 
Path around Foe! Lus opened 
in 1888 to commemorate 
the 1887 Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria. 11,e circular walk 
was created for visitors 
staying at the Victorian 
resort of Penmaenmawr to 
enJOY panoramic views over 
the sea and surrounding 
countryside. This walk takes 
about¾ hour 
Foel Lus Is made of rhyolite. 
a volcanic rock which creates 
ac1d1c soils. The vegetation Is 
recovering from a fire on the 
hill in 1976. 

You are standing in the 
middle of Waen (moor) 
Gyrach (bog). This wide 
section of boggy moorland 
fies aJongThe Afon Gyrach. 
The Victorians believed the 
stream was named after a
hideous witch who lived at 
the source. 

n,e bracken covered slopes 
that you see today used to 
be divided into long narrow 
fields dunng the middle 
ages. The remains of the 
field boundaries can be 
seen quite clearly when the 
bracken has died back and 
a low sun creates a shadow 
behind the old boundaries. 

In 1906 at the age of 14 Huw 
Tom s tarted his young working 
life at Graiglwyd Quarry in 
Penmaenmawr. You will follow 
the route that he a11d many other 
quarry workers would have 
followed on their way home 
from work to Rowen. Tt was a 
long daily walk, whatever the 
we.1ther. 

lluwTom lived for ashorttime 
al nhouse in lk�smus Stteet in 
(895. I luwTom desrcrilkd ii as 
·a Palace' in comp�i:ison wi 1h his
previous d,vellings. 

Huw Tom's .Early Life 
moving a.round the area 

UuwTom 1idwards was bor.n 
in -Pen y FfndJ, Rowen on rhc 
19th o!Novemben892. You 
will see 1he ruins of the housu 
al Lvcarion eight on the w:ilk. 
Ht• was lhc youngest of seven 
children whose father was ;1 
quarryman. The fomily didn't 
stay in .Rowen for very loug . .By 
189,phe family moved ro Tai 
Coed, G!ltiglwy-0, Penmaentnawr 
and by 1895 they had moved to 

another house In P11nmaenm:1wr. 
It\ 1898 his ruorher wus ill antl rhe 
doctor advised her-to move up 
rhu mountain to bt:.ndir from thi:

fi-e.Ih ni�,so rhe family moved ro 
Ffrtdd-y Foci to the south ofMoel 
t.us. HuwTom lost h,s mother 
in rm when he was only eight 
years old. 

His fal'hcL lalcr remru:ricd a 
policeman's da11gbcer called 
Hannah. H,uw fo1ll d.id nor get 011 
with b.i$ �1ep ,no1her 

HuwTom ,urem.lell Ysgol 
!'enc.it: (Brlt.isb School) bur bi$ 
'nuw mother' (he called her Im 
'mother in law ')sunr him ro Ysgo1 
Claru:afon (now demolished). 

The family- was once again on 
the move, rb,stime back to Huw 
Tom's birth place, .Pen y Ffodd, 
ln Rowen. His father's deslre to 
worship ar Capel Bach in Rowen 
where be had been an active 
member was give11 as rhe reason 
for the move. Huwtom aucndcd 
Ysgol Rowen for rhe last year or 
so ofl1isfom1al education. When 
lluwTom left hl.S headm:l$ter, 
Mr. Morgan said 'We ar-c losmg 
:i very good foorballer but a very 
bad boy!' 

Ysgol Rowen is still a thriving 
vilfagc school today. 





View from HuwTom's 
house, location eight. 
Immediately below you 
is the village of Rowen 
and the River Conwy. In 
the distance the Clwydian 
Range can be seen. To 
the right is Dolgarrog and 
the River Conwy flowing 
down from Llanrwst. 

The wall on either side 
of the gate you are 
going through was built 
in the late 1850s by 
major landowners to 
enclose the mountain 
common thus depriving 
small farmers of free 
pasture and digging for 
peat for fuel. The gate 
was added later. 

Ro,wen Village 
stands on the 
road previously 
used by drovers 
taking herds 
of cattle from 
Anrglesey to 
markets In 
England. 
Rowen village 
today has a 
shop, pub and 

Location Eight: 
Here arc the ruins 

of Pen y Ffridd farm, 
rhe childhood home 
of Huw Tom on rwo 
separate occasions. 
On the right is a 
photograph of rhe 
farm raken in 1956. 

Location Seven 

From location seven the 
Iron Age defended hrll top 
of Gaer Bach can be seen to 
your rtght.1 here 1s evidence 
that the srte was an area of 
substantial occupation 2000 
years ago. 

Maen y Bardd (the rock 
of the bard) is a Neolithic 
burial chamber or cromlech 
situated below Pen y Ffridd 
and near an ancient track­
way which later became a 
Roman road. 

A Memorial S1one

rn Huw Tom stands 
at Rowen - erecte.:l 
in 199-1 !1 is hop,:<l 
in the future- that 
rhcre will also 
be � rnem11rfal 
in rhe c�nrre of 
Penmaenmawr. 

On the outskirts 

school, however, in the past there were 
several inns and 3 mills. It also had a 
Pandy, a mill used in the process of 
woollen clothmaking. 

of the vi LI age stood 
Capel Bach (small 
chapel) which 
mean! so much tO 
Huw Tom's father. 
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